Will an Advance Directive from another state be valid in Texas?

Yes. An advance directive executed in compliance with another state’s laws will
be valid in Texas to the extent permitted by Texas law.

What should | do with my Advance Directives?

You should keep them in a safe place where your family members can get to
them. Do NOT keep the original copies in your safe deposit box. Give copies of
these documents to as many of the following people as you are comfortable with:
your spouse and other family members; your doctor; your lawyer; your clergyperson;
and any local hospital or nursing home where you may be residing. Another idea
is to keep a small wallet card in your purse or wallet which states that you have an
advance directive and who should be contacted.

DIRECTIVE TO PHYSICIANS AND FAMILY OR SURROGATES (LIVING WILL)

What is a "Living Will"?

A living will (officially called a "Directive to Physicians and Family or Surrogates"
in Texas) is a document that tells your doctor or other health care providers whether
or not you want life-sustaining treatments or procedures administered to you if you
are in a terminal condition or in an irreversible condition. It is called a "living will"
because it takes effect while you are still living.

Is a "Living Will" the same as a "Will" or "Living Trust"?

No. Wills and living trusts are financial documents which allow you to plan for
the distribution of your financial assets and property after your death. A living will
only deals with medical issues while you are still living. Wills and living trusts are
complex legal documents and you usually need legal advice to execute them. You
do not need a lawyer to complete your Texas living will.

When does a Texas Living Will go into effect?

A living will goes into effect when: 1) your doctor has a copy of it, and 2) your
doctor has concluded that you are no longer able to make your own health care
decisions, and 3) your doctor has determined that you are terminally ill or in an
irreversible condition.

What are "life-sustaining" treatments?

These are treatments or procedures that are not expected to cure your terminal
condition or make you better. They only prolong dying. Examples are mechanical
respirators which help you breathe, kidney dialysis which clears your body of wastes,
and cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) which restores your heartbeat.

What is a "terminal" condition?

Aterminal condition is defined as an incurable condition for which administration
of medical treatment will only prolong the dying process and without administration
of these treatments or procedures, death will occur within 6 months.




